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CRME, P2,
Just after dawn, at Cheng Ying’s home
[FEF IRPAEELE, mEE e LR,

[Cheng’s wife enters holding a baby and humming a nursery rhyme
‘Moonlight’]

FEER [WR]akaRe4> KR H
CHENG’S WIFE: [sings] my little darling has completed his first month of life today,
Rz iz Rk,
Your Daddy has been called out to see a patient and not returned yet.
NIR—AREIR,
Your Mummy has not slept a wink all night,
HRBERBOTT.
Waiting for Daddy, from the dark of the moon to first light of dawn.
NS 5h,
There are few people outside the wicket gate,
S Y R 3

A perching crow repeats a mournful cry.



TR TR,
Can it be an omen of some evil deed?
AR LA,
| can’t shake off the thought and I’'m filled with suspicion
CRREME 254, s I3 m L.

[CHENG YING enters furtively, gasping for breath, holding his medical box in his
arms]

RER MR, RAEER T, SRICHFET .

CHENG’S WIFE: Husband, you’re home at last! Hurry up and put down your medical
box.

2B RN, R PREG AR YS!

CHENG YING: Wife, quick, quick, feed him!

FEER KNI , M &hEE 1!

CHENG’S WIFE: | have only just fed him. He’s already asleep.
28 RN, YRR A—— 2GR 4 AU L]

CHENG YING: My Good wife, | mean him— [lifts the orphan up out of the medical
box]

FREER [E0 & RO ey, g — M EREE. REMHA, BXREIL
THIREE A, AR AT Rk —A4>?

Cheng’s wife: [taking the orphan of Zhao from him delightedly] Aiyoyo! it is another
lovely baby. Husband, our son has only just completed his first month of life.
Where did you find another baby?

A 28 0 g 22 L O
[The baby lying in the cradle cries.]

FEER HY, 3NN, RNIFEAN TR, REAEIE? 08, RO, XA
NEFRFUFAE R MY, URBRARIETR T AT, AT AR 5
KT bRk AL 2 2 T ?

CHENG’S WIFE: Oh! You are so mean. Your mummy only just picked up this little
fellow a moment ago and you're feeling angry already? Don'’t cry. Don’t cry.
Poor little fellow. Husband, since you have adopted this child, why did you hide
him in your medical box, instead of openly carrying him back to the house?



2B RN, X% ARBIARRN, AR TR

CHENG YING: Wife, the child has neither been found on the roadside nor been
adopted.

FEE G A A2 MR LR MR b4 T 2R 2

CHENG’S WIFE: Then where has him come from? Did he fall out of the sky?
R JiRZNESL, RTETIRL, ARG T R

Cheng Ying: Someone has entrusted me with a weighty mission. I've been though
all kinds of dangers and hardships to finally get him back here.

BRER AERRMT AT 1R, RIERNIAEZEZ T, FRETIK. NS,
XA — XU AG, A A, Al A, AR WIRE B AR

CHENG’S WIFE: No matter where you’ve got the boy from, | have just had our baby
so | have plenty of milk for both. From now on, to outsiders they are our twins.
One on my left, the other on my right. I'll feed them up till they are plump and
fair.

e B RAAHL, BTN, JiRERZE!

CHENG YING: Wife, you don’t know. The child is no ordinary person. He is the child
of the ones who were loyal and worthy.

BER BRZE?
CHENG’S WIFE: Child of the ones who were loyal and worthy?
P ABEUERE T A A IR ERAIUL !

CHENG YING: He is the orphan of Zhao! His whole family has been wiped out. His
life is in great danger!

FEER [(ARFTHERRAUL. . AR VRS PRI AR 6 !

CHENG’S WIFE: [at a loss what to do] the orphan of Zhao... You, you, you are
bringing disaster into this household!

B RN, AT AR HIOL, WEIRNAAER TR, SMAMKRAN, ik
HIRATR, &4, F— @2 FH T

CHENG YING: Wife, please don’t worry. The Princess only asked me to take the
orphan away. She has sent someone to Taiping Village to inform His
Excellency Gongsun to collect the boy and raise him. So, our family will not
have a problem.

[ FMFF A AR BRSNS ST —", i st b




[Gongsun Chuijiu is heard singing, “The Zhao’s misfortune is lamentable...” Enters
walking unsteadily.]

FER: TTMUIE B!
CHENG’S WIFE: | hear a noise outside.
AN\ EE R =Y AT GEN g A
GONGSUN: [keeps singing] Incompetent emperor and officials chill the heart.
FEEEREN,
| have retired and live in seclusion,
FESILES %,
But | am worried about the orphan’s safety.
[METT, EJFERE e D ?
[knocking on the door, speaking] Is Doctor Cheng at home?
2 [E ] A2
CHENG YING: [vigilantly] Who is it?
n PN e AKEE R DL
GONGSUN: An old man who wants to see a doctor.
P2 % A4k ?
CHENG YING: Where are you from?
7NN | N N S o
GONGSUN: Tai, Ping, Village.
B DT AR INRN, Ppig .
CHENG YING: [opens the door] Your Excellency Gongsun, hurry, come in please.
o A IOLETRER, BRI LAEMR L ?
GONGSUN: Where is the orphan? Where is the orphan of Zhao?
22 UL
CHENG YING: The orphan is here.

n fh RS RIUL, — AR RN Z B RS, JRERA R, Al LA
IRH T . ZIXwbim, R ITEFRmA



GONGSUN: [takes the orphan of Zhao from Cheng Ying and sighs] Heaven never
closes all paths. Emperor’s son-in-law Zhao, your spirit in heaven can rest in
peace. This old fellow is going to take your son home and | will put my heart
and soul into fostering him until he becomes an adult.

2B ZRN, WEAE, 2T
CHENG YING: Your Excellency, on behalf of the Princess, | thank you.
BHER RE#]ERAR, S58FH 7 F)H1E !

CHENG’S WIFE: [happily] Thank Heaven for taking care of us. The orphan has a
good home now.

(AP RILIEE BT, ZUERTTRI ISP “BRX &) E, RAAE, =
H2Z W, R RIVLAR, 2EET, LSO BRNE, B
741

[GONGSUN holding the orphan of Zhao in his arms is about to leave. Suddenly, the
dull sound of a gong beating is heard and a voice shouts “Hear ye, hear ye!
Prince Ling commands: If the orphan of Zhao is not handed in within three
days, every child in the whole country of the same age as the orphan will be
put to death, without exception.]

BER 2EET, NS BRRNE, PR

CHENG’S WIFE: Every child in the whole country of the same age as the orphan will
be put to death without exception.

B A RELERR A
CHENG YING: The worthless, immoral idiot Prince Ling!
NP XBEERANEE, 2URERAZINEW, ORTH, —FHRU!

GONGSUN: This is no command from Prince Ling. Clearly it has come from that old
traitor Tu’an Gu. He is brutal and ruthless. He’s manipulated the whole affair.

N W YNV EA L
CHENG YING: The traitor has not an ounce of humanity in him.
X ERTTII I I o FEZE AT BEHIE I OE B [ R 1719 )L 7

[The gongs and shouting start up again. CHENG YING and CHENG’s WIFE
instinctively look at their sleeping son. ]

FEER M, MEEERA T /NE S S e 2



CHENG’S WIFE: Husband, does this mean that even our little treasure will find it
hard to escape this disaster?

TR R PUNKCN AL, AR, BRI T Ak

CHENG YING: | thought that | had saved a child. | never thought that it would bring
disaster to people all over the country.

BER [BAMEMRARRBIAA AW, R ARAT R R i S !

CHENG’S WIFE: [can't help weeping quietly] My husband, you, you have really
excelled yourself this time.

T (MBI TE B p R AL
CHENG YING: [sings] She can’t control her overwhelming feelings of sadness.
oo, —RIELAREEAN .
My heart is in turmoil and | cannot think clearly.
HAN KA A E
In saving the child I've courted disaster
% R 2R N !
| feel deeply guilty about bringing trouble to my family.
= A [FElMatats, SNAERS=HE,
ALL THREE: [sing] Fear, fear, fear, time waits three days for no one,
FEE IR [ME] A IR A g
CHENG’S WIFE: [sings] the nestling no longer fed, cries plaintively.
N P PRI LA IH B
GONGSUN: [sings] The orphan of Zhao will die
OB MBI EZ G !
CHENG YING: [sings] every baby in the country will be stained with blood.
fisi 5 AT LRR
If | don’t give up the orphan,
P2 DU SR BE

It will bring disaster to countless good families



i AT LR
If | don’t give up the orphan,
45 RAE IR
My whole family will be together in nether world.
AR, MEE TN SRERAL,
It seems that only if | take the decision to give up the orphan
Jieeng, ARy ERIR % T —
Can | change danger into safety and preserve our peace —-
[BEER. AT HCR AR
[CHENG’S WIFE and GONGSUN direct their gaze on CHENG YING.]
[ 5% & IR AL B A e b 2 SR K 3 18T

[ At the back of the stage appears PRINCESS ZHUANG JI kneeling on the ground
pleading.]

FE O SRR, AR RAL, RIERE, AR la 7 [FE2k]

PRINCESS ZHUANG JI: Mr. Cheng, now whether the orphan will die or not, all
depends on you. [disappears]

FE B [RERANAT, ASErmE
CHENG YING: [shaking his head] | can’t, | can’t!
[FE] A EFEINRCAR A4,
[sings] The princess entrusted me with the orphan out of extreme despair
Br—iET .
The promise of a gentleman is weightier than one thousand bars of gold
Ew, ImEARE RN,

How could | change my mind in the face of danger and have no idea how to
resolve things?

SUERE, BEFEERL?
How can | betray my word, my obligations and my conscience?

[ 9% PR AR B IR E 0 B B 52



[At the back of the stage, a silhouette of GENERAL HAN JUE cutting his own throat
appears]

8 B Kb b, AEB, BB, TR, HEEWTA R, WA
B0 K]

HAN JUE: Now humans relations are being trampled and evil is rampant. How could
an ardent man like me see what is happening and take no notice, notice what
is happening and not go to the rescue? [The image disappears]

B [P, R T —
CHENG YING: [cries out] General Han, General Han—
[ME]& A S AL 2%,
[sings] General Han, disregarded his own safety,
KRG H H B
His strong sense of righteousness shines making the sun and moon brighter.
LN, #af 5 L E ik,
If I hand over the orphan, the loss of the ardent man’s life will be in vain.
EEEL, BRGRAERR?
How can | comfort his soul in heaven wracked with deep emotion?
B, B R REEE,

And even more, | keep thinking of the Zhao family’s love of the people and
their wide —spread beneficence.

EXAWSIEL VISP

For three generations the Zhao family have been ministers with records as
clear as pure water.

X8 R LN B A7
The offspring of such loyal and worthy ministers should be saved.
R AE,  NIE] A K !

should be saved, so that integrity is not destroyed but will be passed on
through the generations.

[T A LA BERR, X FRAI) LA BE kMR !



[Aside] The orphan of Zhao cannot be given up, the orphan of Zhao cannot be given
up,

FEER RIRIULABERR, AEERERATIIIL T EFIEA A ? MEE LR AR H
FEIRA? ARAW, R ARZA R E KT !

CHENG’S WIFE: The orphan of Zhao cannot be given up? Are you going to let our
son just wait to die? Are you going to let every parent in the land spend their
days wracked with anxiety? Husband, what a great disaster you have brought
upon us.

CRE R AR 2L LT iR

[Cheng Ying’s son in the cradle cries]
[FEE2ENHCRILT, HAROZ—Bi.

[Looking at his son CHENG YING’S heart suddenly lurches]
[ RRABIRE 4, #HO70edt) LFHEAENE,

[CHENG’S WIFE suddenly realizes something is up and pushes in front of him to
grab her son first and holds him in her arms]

2 RN, BRI LT, ng?

CHENG YING: Wife, let me hold my son, alright?

BER [MEHERARGEA, AR LT !

CHENG’S WIFE: [acting on maternal instinct] No, you are not to touch my son!
2B RN, BT HIRZ !

CHENG YING: Wife, | am the child’s father!

FEER &%, RXAEAT, SR, MEZRLEEFR, L2/, ¢

CHENG’S WIFE: [sighs] Ah, What’s wrong with me? Suspicious of everything...
[coaxes the baby] Don’t cry my treasure. Let Daddy hold you!

2B [EE 2L, Wl — RS AR1ER A ) LR !

CHENG YING: [ takes the baby from his wife, and loses himself in reverie] My Little
Pet!

BN RN,

[sings] See those rosy little cheeks



DA DA KM 27 s i

See those sparkling bright little eyes
T BRTS 15 fT

The more | look at him, the more my pity for him overwhelms me
R AR VR I R

The more | think about it, the more my tears soak my jacket.
EREWT A,

How can | cut this link in my ancestral line?
g MR ?

How can | steel my heart?

CAh, ENFISEIRE G, S K& E, RafA g, —HZW, HEEREE
RIVLARR, 2=E B, LSO BN E, R4

[Outside, the gong and shouting voice start up again “Hear ye, hear ye! Prince Ling
commands: If the orphan of Zhao is not handed in within three days, every
child in the whole country of the same age as the orphan will be put to death,
without exception.]

N P [AEKBR, BRI KI5, BRYAE!

GONGSUN: [sighs deeply] Al, it seems that there is no way for the orphan of Zhao
to survive. The loyal and worthy will be without offspring.

8 [RER, RRR AR, RESEEA T, SRR, BRI
AR T !

CHENG YING: [resolutely] No, the loyal and worthy will not be without offspring. |
made the promise to Princess Zhuang Ji and General Han that | would save
the orphan of Zhao.

N AN ARERL EAR? HMEE A B LA TR R 4 2

GONGSUN: How are you going to save him? Surely you are not going to let every
baby in the country be killed?

BER ERECHZ T BAREE R
CHENG’S WIFE: And even your own child not be able to escape?
N P R PR AR AT A S AT R

10



GONGSUN: A man like Tu’an Gu will stop at nothing!

TR ORI WA AEZE, BRPRBRAUL, R E % &, REE
FHIL, BH IR IRAL!

CHENG YING: No, no. no. | have a solution which will not only save the orphan of
Zhao but also ensure the safety of babies around the country. I, | will give up
my son in place of the orphan of Zhao.

RERK [Wiehta, Riiita?
CHENG’S WIFE: [in shock] What? What are you saying?
2O BB RN, BTSN !

CHENG YING: | hope that Your Excellency will be able to report that I, Cheng Ying,
am willing to die with my son in the cause of righteousness.

FEE R B S R——RIZ A Lol 2 AW

CHENG’S WIFE: [overcome with grief and anger] You—you are a heartless man.
[PEIRGERE, KiA,
[sings] it’s so absurd, so brutal,
KRR, RN
so cruel, so callous
NERBEFART,
People say that even a vicious tiger will not eat its cubs
PR AR X = )
you are more cruel than a wild beast
RIER, 3T,
you give up all family happiness
TR, #ER.
you scorn family ties
H WA S AR v
you will destroy the sole heir of the Cheng Family

XA SR A R

11



You are an unworthy son and have failed the spirits of your ancestors.
AR, A,
| cannot supress my anger, | curse you endlessly
WE G arP—
| will fight you to the death—
UREZAT R R AN — e & b, BRBRE %, il

[CHENG YING lets blow after blow from CHENG’S WIFE rain down on his body,
suffering silently and weeping without saying a word]

N PN [WEIANEST 1L AR TR S AL, fEA T ? Bk, RIRAULASSE, &
BN A BILAGSE, AR TS DD L T AR AT !

GONGSUN: [shouts] Stop hitting him. Your beating and cursing will achieve nothing.
In the end, the orphan of Zhao has to die and babies around the country have
to die. Even your precious son may not escape.

BER [[HF, Rk, RERIEE DA, RARIERNZ T 3 HIEL
W, AIWIEAT—K=0, REHY, e ! RERERRT, Rk
%, miEfh 2!

CHENG’S WIFE: [calms down after hearing that] But if | still have a breath in my
body I will not let my child die for nothing. What if we move far away and live
incognito? [seizes CHENG YING tightly] Yes, move far away and live incognito.

fi B JEEE T, EREEEIVBEES, MR ISEL, AT H! IR
NERAEE E, OB R TR 1o RN, AREE, AREEMT !

CHENG YING: If | were to walk away from it all and let babies all over the country be
massacred in cold blood, the world would be in tumult and there would never
again be a day of peace. Even though | Cheng Ying might drag out an ignoble
existence, my heart would sink into hell. Wife, | cannot leave, cannot leave.

FEEIR [ ey, P, BERARRE T 0y T ...

CHENG’S WIFE: [in despair] Hmph, hmph, humph, humph, humph! | can see you
have hardened your heart, and have no feelings any more...

OB [ R N—
CHENG YING: [falls onto his knees before his wife] Wife —
FRER [CREEW R ZT3RA)LW.....

CHENG’S WIFE: [looks down at the child in her arms] My baby...

12



[REZEa A, AREhIeIR. FEE IRERIeHE E M 5 G IRAL .

[CHENG YING kneels on the ground not getting up, grief stricken and weeping.
CHENG'’S WIFE staggers towards the back of the stage.]

N PN [FRERBIEZ A, R A, BT 1R A !

GONGSUN: [helps CHENG YING up] Cheng, My Brother, if you do that it will take
years off my life.

[FE 246k, HRAPDELR.
[CHENG YING raises his head and stares with glazed-eyes.]

N fh BRZXFETEF, RISHE =20, AREERE, P ERN. AR

GONGSUN: Over the course of my life, | have occupied official posts for more than
30 years, but | have always been mediocre and accomplished nothing.
Although now | have retired to live out a leisurely and carefree old age, how
can | muddle along with no thought of tomorrow and just wait to die?

OB 2R, AR H S !
CHENG YING: Your Excellency, what do you mean by that?
A I HHELIER, AMIBEWALE 1R, 22021, ik

GONGSUN: | would rather do something noble and satisfying while | am still alive
than die peacefully in my bed.

12 8 [BHIEA, ZBRANRELFRIMILG?
CHENG YING: [stands up] What? Is Your Excellency not willing to raise the orphan?

n N BB TERIUL, ERATRAEES, MZREC2ELT, EHH
AARIBENE?

GONGSUN: Brother, if you are even willing to give up your own child to save the
orphan, then there is nothing that an old bag of bones like me should not be
willing to do.

2 B OB RANZEARA?

CHENG YING: So, what does Your Excellency mean?

MY, HOXIEFEL 1, WREAENILT, HAREM ! ERAT E DI ?

13



GONGSUN: Hey, hey, I'm already in my seventies. If | appear with a son who is just
a month old, people will be sure to comment, “Ayo! A son at your age, how
can you possibly be so capable!” What will | say to them?

EE v /S

CHENG YING: Uuhh...

2 P TAFR, BRIV KRNIEE L D42

GONGSUN: Let me ask you. How many years will it take for the orphan to grow up?
2O I AR,

CHENG YING: Nearly twenty years.

NP R, AJUE, BRIERTEZILTZ D0 BHRZXEFIIL S, ERIFRE

I
=1 o

GONGSUN: Right! Nearly 20 years. Do you think | can live to my nineties? By the
look of it you are the most suitable person to raise the orphan.

2B JRIETFRIL, B HE 2RI ?

CHENG YING: If | raise the orphan, then who will report the truth of what has
happened?

n A WRAREE !
GONGSUN: It is also you.
E 5
CHENG YING: Me?
N PN W, JRESR!
GONGSUN: [sighs] Aiya! Brother. You are so stupid.
[PEIPR AR H T,
[sings] You are in the prime of life and you will have ample time.
FRAATE XA o
| am like the west wind blowing towards the setting sun.
NS R R A
Since you are giving up your son then | will give up my life,

CRR S

14



A son and a life for the loyal and worthy minister.
PRIEI) LRI TR
You raise the orphan,
NI YNGR P
When he grows up, let him soar
WRTIRIRE K
| will go to the netherworld and visit my old friends,
AR
making tea, drinking and chatting
e P B 5 SRR
The drunken old man from the countryside is coming, singing a song
KA NS AL !
Looking at the chrysanthemums in full bloom with a smile on his face
2B RN, B AAZM. .
CHENG YING: Your Excellency, it is absolutely not proper.
NN B AAZ? B, RROZAE I

GONGSUN: There is nothing improper. Brother, you should help me to achieve my
plan.

2B ORAWE, REBERWHEREEN, B2 EK, W5 72!

CHENG YING: Your Excellency, | have lost the will to live. Since | am sending my
own flesh and blood to his death | just want to die too, and end it all.

n AN NG —3E, B TR MR, URIE T, IRREMEMLAS 12

GONGSUN: Everyone has to die. However, my death will be a kind of release, if you
die, would that be a release for you?

RN e
CHENG YING: Your Excellency, I...

N AN AR T W T, NEEARTERE, 2 H LRV, /RE0M? RT3 05
HONRIAOL, HERTETR, HERE R, fRueng?



GONGSUN: Your sorrow-stricken wife would be left with no one to depend on, and
tears would bathe her cheeks all day long. Are you hard-hearted enough to do
that? Who will raise and love the orphan you have suffered so much to save?
Can you set your mind at rest?

B AR, WAL, AT, IMFRRNMEEEERENLZHE N, REEA
BE N AR

CHENG YING: | am not hard-hearted enough and | cannot set my mind at rest. But
even less can | let a frail old man like you, be tortured and lose your life....

N PN [HEAHRE AN NEAREESELIR? R IR—A)3E, BUERS, BRI
LB 5 ?

GONGSUN: [angrily] Why are you so obstinate? I'll just ask you one question: --
which is easier — to die or to raise the orphan?

2B CHIREIER T !
CHENG YING: Of course it is easier to die!
o~ PN PRERFIEERE R 5y, A A BRI 2, BRIk T A M ? A

T IGER RN, HARGELERIE L o RS RI R e — AR, R,
S VRV AT 18 ] !

GONGSUN: Since you already know that it is easier to die, then why do you want to
make an old man take the difficult job? Frankly, the bridges which | have
crossed are more than the roads that you have walked. Now there is just one
more bridge waiting for me. Brother, there is a long, long road still waiting for
you!

2O ERETFIE A
CHENG YING: [tears running down his cheeks] Your Excellency...
[0 G IR IIE £ IR SIS 5ok, HOGINKR.

[CHENG’S WIFE at the back of the stage also turns around slowly with eyes
glistening with tears.]

N R, BOVHFAZEE TR, AN VibRAIREEAE LT DR KA
]I N AL 1 !

GONGSUN: Cheng Ying, the reason why | want you to stay in this world is so that
the two of you can have another son. [loudly and from the depths of his heart]
A good man cannot be without offspring!

[RERSYE 7, 121818 A2 L iREE .
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[CHENG’S WIFE is visibly moved and slowly swaps over the clothing of the two
babies.]

BER ZRAN, FIEZTHER!

CHENG’S WIFE: Your Excellency. Take the baby away!

2 PN HAEEIRRER ...

GONGSUN: [his face covered in tears] Mrs Cheng
[CAIMFEEERR, 02 LR BRI

[GONGSUN CHUJIU sorrowfully holds the baby tightly in his arms.]

(6 ERRETREE-N, REHOMEEMER, PEIE, EMEG.

[Only CHENG YING is left on the stage. Filled with despair and grief, he walks with
heavy steps toward stage front.]

O[] AR NI, R, RS ECTIULRE A T E—

CHENG YING: [shouting himself hoarse] Your Excellency Tu’an, your humble
servant Cheng Ying is here to report that the orphan of Zhao is hiding in
Taiping Village.

IS

End of Act Four
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